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Happy New Year AMS! Everyone is 
so excited that it is finally 2017. The 
reason everyone is so excited is be-
cause it is the new year. 
Over break, some people went to visit 
family to celebrate Christmas, Chanu-
kah, other holidays, and New Years 
with loved ones. Most people watched 
the 2017 ball drop. Some people even 
let off fireworks. The true reason for 
celebrating the new year, is to cele-
brate Earth living this long. Earth is 

4.543 billion years old. That’s old! 
Some people, celebrate New Year’s by 
making resolutions. A resolution is 
like a goal. If you wanted to make a 
New Year’s Resolution this is what 
you would do. First, you would think 
of a realistic goal. 
Then, plan ahead by 
anticipating problems 
and plan on when to 
start. Not all goals 
work out, so, accept 
failure. Most im-
portant, don’t forget 
to plan rewards. If 
you end up meeting 

your goal, you can reward yourself! 
Now that you know what a new year’s 
resolution is you can make one for 
yourself. We hope you had a great 
Winter Break and are ready for the 
New Year. Be a better you. 

New year news 
By Everett Rainey 

AMS shows off musical talent 

At Astoria Middle School on 
December 16, 2016 there 
was a christmas concert at 
the beginning of the school 
day. All of the music groups 
were in it. Choir students 
were split into the sixth 
grade choir and seventh/
eighth grade choirs. When 
the orchestra played, they 
were represented by the two 
sixth grade orchestras and 
then the combined seventh 
and eighth grade orchestra 
played. Finally the band 
played some holiday songs 
for the rest of 
AMS.   Finally in the end all 
of the choir came together 
and sang peace, peace. Each 
style of music also held their 
own concert at the Astoria 
High School this season to 
present to friends and fami-
lies. Way to go musicians! 

By Waylan Addis 
      Mason Brown 

Poetry contest 
By Maria Wagner 
 Do you enjoy writing poems? 
If so, you should enter the Young 
American Digest Poem contest. The 
rules are pretty simple: all poems must 
be no more than 80 words, fit on one 9 
½ by 11 page, and you must submit 
any poems to Ms. Blankenship by 
March 10. 
There are no limits to how many po-
ems are submitted so feel free to write 
or type more than one, just don’t for-
get you are limited to only one page of 
poems so make sure they're short! Po-
ems may be typed or handwritten. If 
you are going to be typing your poem 
then you would want to send it to Ms. 
Blankenship (If you are writing it then 
just turn it in to Ms.Blankenship in-
stead!) 
What are you waiting for, get writing!  

PC: Ms. Rininger 

Orchestra students show off their skills while AMS 
listens.  

http://tinyurl.com/zz3pqvu 

Haikus are easy 

But sometimes they don’t 

make sense, Refrigerator. 
https://blog.threadless.com/ready-set-haiku/ 

We at Viking News thought we would 

give you a Haiku example! 

Times Square in New York City on New Year’s Eve, 2017.  

https://www.timeout.com/newyork/things-to-do/times-square-new-years-eve


News 

On Saturday January 21, 
2017 women all over the world 
marched together. Women marched 
for many different issues such as 
LGBQT rights, rights of all races, 
rights of all genders and equality. 
Many women marched with their 
husbands and sons or with their 
mothers and daughters. In Astoria, 
it was estimated that 500 people 
would march. 1500 people showed 
up Saturday morning. There were 
marches all over the world includ-
ing Portland, Washington D.C., 
New York City and even places like 
London, England and Melbourne, 
Australia. 
The march took place the day after 
Trump was inaugurated. Women 
around the world took a stand. Luke 
Cummings, an AMS student who 
attended the Astoria march said 
“President Trump was saying things 
about women that was making them 
mad.” Cummings also talked about 
feeling supportive of his mom and 
sisters during the march.  
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Even right outside the White House itself, people raise their signs. How long will these 
protest go on? 

After Trumps recent  offenses toward 
women, they took to the streets with 
signs for peace and unity.  

By Bailey Kaul 
Women march for rights 

By Mason Brown 

Bird Invasion 

On the morning 

of December 7, 

2016, the orches-

tra class was go-

ing to their music 

room and 

waited by the 

door. When Mrs. 

Pederson opened 

the door some 

kids went in and a student named 

Caleb ran back out and said that their 

was a bird in the music room! Most of 

the other kids ran in to see and their 

was the bird, flying up into the ceil-

ing. One of the other kids named 

Audrey said that it was a rare bird that 

is endangered. The orchestra class 

In November, the academic 
assembly celebrated all of the stu-
dents who had a 3.5 to 4.0 GPA. 
GPA stands for grade point aver-
age. If you have all A’s your GPA 
is 4.0. Each letter grade corre-
sponds to a number and your over-
all grade point average is then cal-
culated.  If you have 4.0 you get 
lots of bragging rights. When you 
raise your GPA up by 0.5, then 
Ms. Hummell-Martin and Ms. 
Berger would take you to Fultano's 
Pizza. 
The assembly also awarded kids 
for perfect attendance. If you were 
here every day and every period, 
you’d get a slip and bragging 
rights.  

AMS Academic Allstars 

By Georgia White 

Dailyastorian.com 

Protesters lined the streets of Astoria, 
Portland, Eugene and other cities all over 
the north coast. 

http://tinyurl.com/j65qwn8 

An example of the 
bird invading the 
music room. 

PC: Ms. Rininger 

Abcnews.com 
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  Gossip Column 
By AMS Newspaper Staff 

http://tinyurl.com/hfaayp9 

 

Musical.ly is a popular app where you 
lipsync and show off to your 
friends.  Musical.ly is a free app. This 
app is fun, because it provides songs, 
allows you to create your own audios, 
and even provides comedy clips. 
    An audio is a song that someone 
edited, such as a mash-up or remix that 
you can use instead of the songs al-
ready provided. Another category on 
Musical.ly is Comedy. These are clips 
from videos, funny things, that you can 
pretend you say.  You can also do 
Dances. This is especially fun to do 

with friends. 
Many people become famous 

on Musical.ly. And if 
you put  #featureme on 
one of your videos 
then  maybe you will 
get featured. Featured 
means your musical.ly 
gets put on the feature 
page so a lot of people 
can see your profile and 
you end up getting no-
ticed more and get more 
likes and followers. 
This helps if you want 
to become a famous 
Muser (royalty on Mu-
sical.ly). When you 
reach a specific amount of followers 

you get a crown, showing other Musi-
cally followers that you are a top Mus-

er. 
You don’t have to be 

famous to put your 

videos on Musically, 

you can also make 

private videos so only 

the people you 

choose can see your 

videos. I think you 

should download the 

app and enjoy all the 

parts of Musical.ly.  

By Kennedy Johnson 

Musical.ly 

http://tinyurl.com/jfnp53t 

Left and Right: Carrie Fisher died December 27, 

2016.  Carrie Fisher played in many good mov-

ies, including Star Wars. The very next day De-

cember 28, 2016 Carrie Fisher’s mother Debbie 

Reynolds passed away from a stroke. Debbie 

Reynolds is known for her work in  many movies 

including Rugrats. 

http://tinyurl.com/zuxzpfd 

Can you tell which is 

which? A 20 year old girl, 

Jacky Vasquez has been 

getting a lot of attention 

because of how much she 

looks like Ariana Grande. 

Some people are hating 

on her for it. Does she de-

serve it?  

http://tinyurl.com/h7scsrw 

Drake and Jennifer Lopez are 

dating. Drake bought Jennifer a 

100,000 necklace made out of 

diamonds. Good luck to the 

happy couple! 

It seems Kanye West and 

Kim Kardashian are continu-

ing their on-again off-again 

relationship. Just a month 

ago, the couple was sepa-

rated and on the verge of 

divorce.  

http://tinyurl.com/gnp3qsu 

http://tinyurl.com/jzcr6od  

The musical.ly app available in 

the App Store or Google Play.  
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December  
By Tori Birdeno  

Kindness was the word of the 
month for December. Let’s think about 
what kindness really means. The exact 
definition from the dictionary reads, 
“the quality of being friendly, gener-
ous, and considerate.” For example, if 
someone dropped their books on their 
way to class, help that person by pick-
ing up the books and show that you 

know how to be kind. Just remember, 
there are tons of ways to show kind-
ness all year long. 

There are many people around 
us that demonstrate kindness.  You can 
always be one of them, but that is your 
own choice. It would be great if you 
did choose kindness, or maybe you are 
already choosing to be kind to others 
like the students and teacher of the 
month. This month, Harlee Giboney , 
Zoey Ahl , Zach Coryell , and Linda 
Noack were celebrated for the month 
of December. Just remember someone 
is always looking up to you for inspira-
tion so be a role model to them and 
show them that kindness is a good road 
to travel. 
 

By Niko Boudreau 
For the month of November 

several  kids and a teacher won stu-
dent of the month. Integrity means 
being honest and having strong morals 
and doing what is  right, even when 
no one is watching. 

For 6th grade, two students 

won student of the month. The two 
winners were Jade´a Keller and Oscar 
Jimenez. At the school wide assembly 
to celebrate integrity, Oscar Jimenez 
represented the 6th grade, Ronny 
Johnson represented 7th grade, and 
Buddy Byers represented 8th grade. 
Congratulations middle schoolers on 
being students of the month.  As a 
school we also nominated a staff 
member. Mr. Blacker, congratulations 
on having integrity and being the 
teacher of the month. 
Just because the month of November 
is over, does not mean you shouldn’t 
still show integrity throughout the 
school year.  

November  

PC: Ms. Rininger 

Ms. Noack’s class presenting Integrity.  

By Reagan Linnett  
Recently we did an assembly 

on fairness. Ms. Rininger and Mrs. 
Benson-Wright had their classes par-
ticipate in a tag team game where one 
person had to take off their shoes and 
run to the other end of the gym and 
back. Before the next person could go 

you'd have to fully put your shoes on 
with shoelaces tied and everything. 
But then, Ms. Rininger stopped us 
and changed the rules. This time the 
first team had to walk and the other 
team still got to run. After the game 
was over the teachers kept one mem-
ber from each team, Reagan Lin-
nett  and Daniel Albright. Mrs. Ben-
son-Wright asked Linnett if it was 
fair. Linnett said “No because the oth-
er team got to run and we still had to 
walk.”  Albright agreed. 

Fairness means taking turns, 
listening, and sharing. Fairness is a 
great aspect of life but sometimes it 
can be tough.  
 At the beginning of February, 

we will honor the students who were 

recognized during the month of Janu-

ary. 

PC: Ms. Rininger 

PC: Ms. Rininger 
Characters of the month reminders 

January 

PC: Ms. Rininger 

Kids with Character board showing off 
all the awesome AMS characters! 

Kids with character 
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Behind the scenes: choir 
By Georgia White 

Waylan Addis 
Tori Birdeno  
Niko Boudreau 
Mason Brown 
Brandon Bue 
Jon Clark 
Ayla Ford 

Tucker Golightly 
Kennedy Johnson 
Kristian Johnson 
Bailey Kaul 
Jade’a Keller 
Ashton Lilley 
Reagan Linnett 

Rayce McGee 
Gunnar Olson 
Vivian Peterson 
Everett Rainey 
Connor Toolan 
Maria Wagner 
Georgia White 
Aiden Zieg 
Ms. Rininger 

Welcome to behind the scenes of 
choir; how it works, what we do, and 
how we do it. Choir is an art, and all 
art is a little messy. Even singing  is 
hard and needs talent. From what I 
found, people think choir is easy. It’s 
not even though pop and rap are the 
most popular styles of music right 
now, we sing lots of soothing classi-
cal songs. 

Lots of people think it takes 
like two days and BAM, you’re Aria-
na Grande. Guess what you’re wrong. 
It takes practice and hard work. Sure, 
someday you can be an amazing sing-
er. Just don’t expect it to take a day. 
You’ll be disappointed.   

In order to get better, we have 
an exercise we do called “Choir Nin-
ja”. Body, mind and soul. We jump, 
stretch and warm-up our voices before 
singing. “If you don’t feel like a freak, 
you’re not doing it right.” Says Mr. 
Pierce. Our warm-up consists of 
tongue- twisters and rhymes, all so 
we’ll be in tip-top shape for our con-

certs. 
All sixth graders are required 

to take a music class. For those who 
are willing to sing out, choir is a great 
option. Plus, if you take choir at Asto-
ria High School, Mr. Pierce teaches 
there too. 
For those of us who like to sing, choir 

is a great choice.  

PC: Ms. Rininger 

Mr. Pierce explaining the song his choir would sing for 

the AMS music concert.  

Social media 

Newspaper Staff: 

Upcoming Dates: 
February is the month of PERSERVERANCE 
March 24- Sixth Grade Science Fair  

March 27-31- Spring Break  

By  Maria Wagner 
       Jade’a Keller 

Some kids nowa-
days have things 
like: Twitter, In-
stagram, Snap-
chat, Musical.ly, 
Facebook, etc. I 
personally enjoy 
social media (It's 
literally like my 

life). There is a variety of things to do, 
you can post pictures, thoughts, mes-
sages, music, videos etc. When kids 
use these things, it lets them entertain 
themselves. 

Some adults think that kids 
are glued to their phones. This may be 
the case, especially for Tori Birdeno. 
She says that her phone  is entertain-
ing but at school it can be a distrac-
tion. Although she does get glued to 
her phone, she thinks that “being able 
to research is perfect for school use.” 
Tori said. 

Parents also think social me-
dia can be like a drug, it is very addic-
tive and you can´t really stop after you 
have begun. I also asked Georgia 
White about her thoughts on social 
media. She says that it can be a dis-
traction because you would be addict-
ed to your phone. She also thinks that 
when it comes to posting things, there 
is no way to TRULY get it off the in-
ternet because someone will always 
remember it.  

I asked a parent what they 
thought about social media, they 
thought that it was easy with commu-
nication, contacting, and a flaw was 
people can post whatever they want. 
Although it’s a lot of work to get it 
running, it’s worth the time you waste. 
Truly from what I have learned from 

all the feedback, phones can come to 

good use but can be a distraction. 

They also can be a a great use for 

school, so do you enjoy social media?  

http://tinyurl.com/

Common social media 
app icons.  
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In our last elec-
tion, Secretary Clinton 
would be our president 
if kids voted. Kids did 
not vote the same way 
the adults would vote. 
In school run “student 
elections,” Clinton typi-
cally won. Not a lot of 
kids know about politics 
so if kids did vote we would not 
have a very good president every 
time.  Nationally, 73 percent of US 
citizens say yes kids should vote and     
27 percent say no kids               

should not vote.   
Some people are against 

kids voting because kids are too 
susceptible to peer pressure. Kids 
might vote based on what their 
friends and families tell them to,       

which means their vote is not 
original, an important part of 
voting. In order for kids to 
vote they need to learn about 
the American government and 
how it works.  

In school, I hear my class-
mates complaining about 
not being able to vote. My 
classmates say kids should 

have the vote. I think it’s a good 
thing that students cannot vote be-
cause we are not old enough to un-
derstand the economic, political, and 
social consequences of voting. 

Hair dye in schools 
By Ayla Ford 

Should kids vote 
By Rayce McGee       I was curious what students would 

say about dyed hair being allowed in 
school. Different students have differ-
ent opinions about hair dye, and I my-
self have dyed my hair blue and green. 
I asked several middle school students 
and teachers their opinions on dyed 
hair. 
       Stian Matthews, an AMS 6th grade 
student, said  “it doesn't  bother me or 
others most of the time.”  As you can 
tell, he doesn't mind dyed hair. Geor-
gia White, another Astoria Middle 
Schooler, doesn’t mind dyed hair ei-
ther. When I asked White if the col-
ored hair is distracting, she said 
“Nope, because we wear bright col-
ored clothes so it is the same thing.” 
       In the US we have the freedom to 
wear what you want, and do what you 
want, including dying your hair if you 
want to. When I asked White about 
dyed hair, she said it shows “freedom 
of expression.” Mr. Abbate talked 
about hair dye and said “I think it is a 
fun way to express your creativity.” I 
asked Mrs. Hummell-Martin her opin-
ion on dyed hair and she confirmed 
that it is a safe and fun way to express 
yourself. As kids, you are able to wear 
what you want (within reason) and do 
what you want with your hair. 
       I chose to dye my hair because I 
was on Pinterest and I saw this picture 
with this girl who had blue and green 
hair and it looked really pretty. I 
showed it to my Mom and she agreed. 
We went to a salon and I was really 
happy with how it turned out. When I 
asked Mr. Abbate what he thought 
when students dye their hair and he 
said “I just smile and wonder why they 
dyed their hair and why that color for 
example, your hair Ayla, it looks like a 
mermaid.” Mr. Abbate’s comment 
made me smile.   
       As you can see, most students 
don’t mind hair dye. If you want to dye 
your hair, make sure you have permis-
sion and go for it! 

Do students really need homework? I 
don’t think they do. When we get out 
of school, we should be able to spend 
time with our families. 

A study by Stanford Graduate 
School of Educa-
tion says that 
homework causes 
high stress levels. 
Students need 
more free time, 
they already have 
7-8 (or more) 
hours of school 
each day. Home-
work can cause 
stress even during 
class because 
many students are 
called out by 
teachers when 
students haven’t done their home-
work. I asked Kennedy Johnson a 
sixth grade at AMS, what she thought 
about homework and she said “I think 
that we should only get homework if 
we’re struggling on the subject.” 
Homework is supposed to be about 
practice, not stress. 

Some studies prove that 
homework doesn’t actually help you 
learn. I feel like students don’t really 
need extra practice (which is what 
homework is supposed to be about), 
because as you get older you get more 

and more time to practice 
while you’re at school. At 
AMS, you can practice dur-
ing second period on Mon-
days and Fridays, or you 
can always go to the deten-
tion room instead of recess. 
If you take advantage of the 
opportunities to get your 
homework done during the 
school day, you will have 
more time to play with 
friends and family. A lot 
of times students decide 
not to do their homework 
when they have the choice 

to do it at school, but they don’t and 
then they have to do it at 
home.   Sometimes families go on 
trips or do things together and kids 
are forced to either do homework dur-
ing family time, or fall behind in 
school. 

By Vivian Peterson 
Should students have homework? 

Clipartpanda.com 

People often use the excuse, 
“my dog ate my homework!”  

http://tinyurl.com/j2p29zc 
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Show your support to our basketball 

players…. Player lockers are marked 

with these signs! A complete review will 

be in the Spring edition.  

People all around the world are getting 
concussions playing sports and doing 
normal things. A concussion is when 
you hit your head and your brain gets 
injured in the process. A concussion 
can lead to memory loss and even 
death. 

There are ways to prevent get-
ting a concussion by playing and work-
ing by the rules.  Out of all of the 
games that you can get a concussion 
in, soccer players get the most concus-
sions. Football can be a more violent 
sport, but the players are better protect-
ed. Using the right safety gear, and by 
wearing the safety gear the right way, 
players of all sports can be better pro-
tected. Some schools are putting extra 
pads on the outer part of players hel-
mets in practices so athletes don’t get 
concussions or other bad injuries. 
If you feel dizzy, have a  headache, 
nausea, or memory problems after hit-
ting your head, make sure you have a 
doctor check it out so he can tell  you 
if you have a concussion.  You really 
have to take care of yourself when you 
get a concussion, because if you get 
three or more, you will have a bigger 
chance of getting concussions in the 
future.  

Concussions 
By Tucker Golightly  
     Mason Brown 

Astoria’s Jordan Poyer 

In the 2017 wrestling year led by Mr. 

Roe and Mr. Kamel each practice starts 

with bringing out the mats and sanitiz-

ing everything, then you start working 

on your moves like the Double Leg 

Takedown, Spiral, and Half-Nelson. 

Then comes conditioning where the 

athletes run, and on some days, even 

run up to the column. The first wres-

tling meet was on January 17th and the 

second on January 24th. At a wrestling 

meet, your opponent is chosen by 

weight, so if their was someone at 150 

pounds they wouldn't wrestle someone 

that is only 80 pounds. 19 people 

signed up for wrestling, but there is 

only 15 consistent players that go to 

every practice which includes all 

grades 6-8. Practice comes every day 

there is school  so it goes Monday-

Friday. Dylan Carlson, 6th grade wres-

tling athlete said It’s been a great year 

so far and he wants to continue.  

AMS Wrestling 
By Kristian Johnson 

 

Brandon Potter puts Cody Gudgell into a 
half-nelson during a match in practice.  

 

Basketball By Gunnar Olson 
At 25, Jordan Poyer was having a great 
season for the Cleveland Browns, until 
Antonio Andrews devastating blind 
side hit to end his season. 
Jordan poyer came from a small town 
Astoria, Oregon. Poyer was good at all 
sports; baseball, 
football (of 
course) and even 
basketball. In the 
summer Poyer 
comes and teach-
es a football 
camp back in his 
hometown. 
Brandon Hellig-
so, an AMS 7th 
grader, said “I care about Jordan Poyer 
coming to teach and give advice.” 
Poyer comes once a year.  This year he 
brought his fiance Rachel Bush. Poyer 
will take pictures with you and you can 
get his Autograph. Audrey Swenson 
said she even got a hug from him once. 

Jordan Poyer was at home re-
covering from the blind side hit when 
on December 23rd 2016 he got en-
gaged to Rachel Bush, a model. A few 
days later on December 30th 2016 Ra-
chel Bush delivered a baby. Jordan and 
Rachel named her Aliyah Anne Poyer. 

His  family and friends  hope 
that Poyer recovers fast and can get 
back to his game by next football sea-
son.   

Jordan Poyer at his 
football camp. 

Dailyastorian.com 
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We deeply apologize to the 

authors and illustrator of the 

comic that was misprinted in 

our October issue.  

Why did the 

skeleton name 

his dog skelly?   

Riddle: Here is a flat hill 

Here is a river you can burn 

Here is a city you can cover 

with your thumb 

Here is a forest whose color 

never changes 

A fly has landed in the  

Middle of the sea.  

What is a ghost’s 

favorite position 

in soccer? 

See Ms. Rininger for answer! 

Answers:  

He liked bones! 

Ghoul-keeper! 

Written and designed by: ASW 

Written and designed 

by: Lindsay Riutta 
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